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narrative that contains the chief elements of the gospels, told in such 
a way that the modern child can understand them. The vocabulary 
and style used are most commendable — the union of dignity with 
simplicity and lucidity is striking and delightful. The interpretation 
which the author has necessarily to put upon the deeds and the words 
of Jesus, and upon the facts of his ministry, is for the most part that 
of the best scholarship. 

Into the story has been woven a large amount of information, not 
contained in the gospels, descriptive of the localities of events, as well 
as the customs and manners of the people, and explanatory of the 
scenes, utterances, and background of the narrative. This material 
gives vividness, concreteness, and reality to the story of Jesus, such as 
is required for the successful teaching of children. In addition, the 
beauty, attractiveness, and power of the book are doubled by its illustra- 
tions, which have been chosen with excellent taste and judgment. 
There are nearly fifty full-page reproductions of the best ancient and 
modern paintings on gospel subjects, and many other illustrations 
of smaller size. It is, of course, always to be regretted that the painters 
have had so little regard to historical detail in drawing their pictures, 
and it inevitably results that the child's mind obtains many erroneous 
ideas as to the dress, manners, and customs of Jews in the first century. 
The personal appearance of Jesus, too, as variously conceived by the 
artists' imaginations, must produce a confusing impression upon the 
child. But pictures are of great value in teaching children, and in 
this volume only the best have found a place. C. \V. V. 



As Others Saw Him : A Retrospect A. D. 54. By Joseph Jacobs. 
New York: The Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1903. Pp.230. 51.25. 

This is a new edition of a work by a pious Jew, in which he endeav- 
ors to set forth the true character of Jesus. His method is that of an 
autobiographical story, purporting to come from a member of the 
Sanhedrin who had seen and heard Jesus. He sees in Jesus similari- 
ties to the Essenes, but chiefly to the Ebionim, that semi-mythical sect 
which has done such service of late in historical criticism. The book 
is interesting, but not highly important. It is evidently based upon no 
careful criticism of the sources. It uses the extra-canonical sayings of 
Jesus whenever it chooses, misquotes some of those that are canonical, 
and introduces purely imaginary words and episodes as if they were 
historical. With the general purpose of the book we have sympathy. 
It cannot be denied that by placing Jesus in connection with his age 
the author has added reality to each idea of his personality. Most valu- 
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able, however, is the distinctness given the contrast between the ideas 
of Jesus and those of the high-priests. The account of the trial of 
Jesus is a very effective retelling of the gospel stories, and gives clearly 
the supposed reason why the Jews killed Jesus. The author claims 
that Jesus did not show himself to his people in his true capacity, but 
rather as one who arraigned all classes of society, especially the reli- 
gious leaders. If he had shown the Pharisees the same gentleness he 
showed his disciples, the author evidently believes he would not have 
been executed. The book is, as the author says, "a sort of apologia 
of the Jewish people for the so-called rejection of Jesus;" and it is in 
this latter capacity that it must be judged. As such it is far from 
convincing. S. M. 

Miracles and Supernatural Religion. By James Morris Whit- 
on, Ph.D. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1903. Pp.144. 

S0.75. 

This little book aims to state the mutual relation in which miracles 
and supernatural religion are now seen to stand. The main thesis of 
the book is that miracles are not essential to supernatural religion. 
The biblical miracles might all be explained, and supernatural religion 
would not be the poorer. Nor are they any longer evidences of super- 
natural religion. They no longer belong to the weapons, but to the 
baggage of the army of religion. This is because it is now seen that 
"the decisive criterion of any truth .... must be truth of the same 
kind," and that physical miracles cannot, therefore, attest ethical truth. 
The present view of God and his relation to the world has also disposed 
of the evidential value of miracles. The former view saw God only in 
the extraordinary and irregular events of nature. The more law, the 
less God. The present view sees God in law. It sees that God can- 
not "come into the universe in miracle, for he is never out of it." 
Genesis itself suggests a different view from that which found God only 
in miracle. Does it not say that God promised Noah, as an evidence 
of his presence in the world, that the regular succession of seasons 
should not fail ? 

Are we then to deny that the miracles of the Bible took place ? 
Quite the contrary, says our author. We need a new definition of 
miracle. The older (not, our author notes, the oldest) definition of 
the miracle was a violation of the laws of nature. The possibility for 
that definition has passed. This book defines a miracle as "an act of 
benevolent will exerted for an immediate effect, and transcending the 
then existing range of human intelligence to explain and power to 



